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University of Minnesota, Morris
Campus Assembly Meeting
23 January 1989
The campus assembly met on Monday, January 23, 1989, at 4 p.m. in the
Science Auditorium.
Announcement

Imholte announced that President Hasselmo will visit UMM on April 19
and will be here most of the day and into the evening. Appropriate
meetings will be set up for faculty, staff, and students. This will
give the President more time to interact with the campus community
than he had on his initial visit. Imholte's observation is that
Hasselmo is the right pe~son for the presidency at this time, and he
seems to be doing all the right things.
Agenda

I.
II.

For Action.

The minutes of October 10, 1988, were approved.

For Information. From the Executive Committee. Recommendation
for amendment to the constitution dealing with voting
procedure.
Purdy commented that there is no mention of proper voting
procedures in either the constitution or the by-laws. A clear
statement is needed. Gremmels said that the constitution does
spell out what a quorum is and the total vote count establishes
the quorum count. Imholte stated that although a quorum is
determined by him at the beginning of the meeting, anyone can
call for a quorum. Gremmels asked if a quorum could be called
for at any point during a discussion. Imholte replied that it
could. Bezanson noted that if nobody calls for a quorum, there
is one.
Spring said the amendment would bring voting procedures in line
with Robert's Rules of Order, but he questioned the wisdom of
putting it into the constitution rather than into the by-laws.
The constitution is more difficult to change. Imholte replied
that the Executive Committee felt it was important enough to
make it a constitutional item.
Underwood asked if the first reason listed by the Executive
Committee for making the recommendation could be deleted. It
implies that assembly members are incapable of understanding
the process. Imholte said it was more a case of the chair of
the assembly not being particularly clear in his explanation of
voting procedures. He was sure that the Executive Committee
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would be happy to consider dropping that part of the rationale.
The item will be decided by mail ballot within a few weeks.
Imholte urged everyone to vote.
III.

For Action.
From the Scholastic Committee.
policy for the "D" grade.

Proposed changing

Imholte referred to the memo from the Scholastic Committee to
the Executive Committee attached to the end of today's agenda.
Spring, as chair of the Scholastic Committee, made the
following comments:
1.

In the 3\ years the policy has been in effect, the
Scholastic Committee has approved every request.

2.

There is good reason to believe that many students retake
courses to raise their grades without petitioning the
Scholastic Committee. There is no way to stop this
practice, since it does not require an adviser's signature.
The proposal would, as Granger describes, "decriminalize"
the process.

Purdy asked if the transcript would include both grades.
Spring said yes, calling attention to the last sentence under
"Repeating a Course."

"When a course is repeated, both grades will appear on the
transcript although credit will be awarded only once."

Ballou asked how GPA would be determined.
Granger indicated
that both grades would be used in calculating the GPA.
In a 5credit course, only 5 credits would be received.
It would come
out something like 2\ credits of D the first time, and 21
credits of B or whatever grade the second time.

Johnson noted that only 15 credits of D could count toward
graduation. What happens if a student has 20? Spring said
this is one of the reasons many petition to retake a course to get down to the minimum of 15 credits of D.

A student asked what the purpose is of both grades appearing on
the transcript.
Spring explained that graduate and
professional schools want a complete record.
Thielke added
that a legislative mandate now says that all collegiate work
must appear on the transcript.
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The proposal from the Scholastic Committee to allow repeating a
"D" graded course without first receiving Scholastic Committee
permission was approved by voice vote.

IV.

For Action. From the Curriculum Committee. Curricular
changes, general education courses, and honors courses.
Imholte explained that the assembly would consider one package
at a time in the following order: curricular changes, general
education courses, and honors courses. As indicated in the
agenda, each of the three packages will be v~ted on in one
motion with the exception of those items assembly members
identify for further discussion. The items so identified will
be taken up for discussion and vote at the February 13 meeting.
Those not identified will be moved as a separate package in one
motion to be voted up or down at today's meeting. He asked
Blake, as chair of the Curriculum Committee, to comment.
Blake reported that UMM had recently received funding from the
central administration for repair and betterment which will
move the campus ahead with Ethernet. Hopefully, this will help
in the future to eliminate all the paper involved with today's
agenda i terns.
Blake said the changes before the assembly were relatively non
controversial. There are no major fundamental revisions. The
summary of votes by the Curriculum Committee are shown. The
only cases where the votes were not unanimous were due to
technical reasons, i.e., a committee member arriving at the
meeting late, etc.
Since there was no discussion, Imholte assumed that a motion
was on the floor to approve all the courses in this category.
The assembly approved by voice vote the curricular changes
recommended by the Curriculum Committee

Uehling, Chair of the General Education Committee, reported
that the committee had met several times during November and
December to discuss the courses proposed for the GER under
Expanding Perspectives and Process. The committee considered
the courses in the following order: Expanding Perspectives,
categories El through ElO, and then four of the Process areas.
The report is structured in that way and the votes are
' reported.
Payne noted that the only two courses not approved by the GEC
were the two he had proposed under PSb of the Process courses.
He asked for discussion of these. Imholte said they would be
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removed from today's vote and discussed at the next meeting.
Thielke said she would like further discussion on the E9 and
El0 categories. Imholte asked her for clarification. Thielke
said her concern was from the standpoint of student
registration and providing enough space. Blake said this could
come up as a separate item and shouldn't affect the voting on
the content of the courses. Thielke agreed. Farrell thought
the appropriate place for this discussion should first be in
the GEC before it comes to the assembly. Imholte indicated
that Thielke and the Chair of the GEC could discuss the item
first if Thielke wished to go that route.
Gremmels was concerned about the vagueness of the criteria.
Uehling responded that the GEC is just beginning to discuss the
specific recommendations made to it by the Executive Committee
-- to solicit a regular and orderly set of responses and
reactions from faculty who have had an opportunity to apply the
criteria. This is noted in Uehling's cover memo to the
Executive Committee. Imholte indicated that a report would be
corning to the assembly this year. Gremmels asked if it would
come as an action item or for information. Imholte said that
would be up to the Executive Committee after recommendations
are received from the GEC.
Togeas said he would like to spend some time on discussion of
Phil. 1190. Imholte said it would be pulled from today's vote.
Imholte called for a vote on all of the GER courses with the
exception of Th 3800, Th 3801, and Phil 1190. There will also
be discussion of the E9 and El0 categories, although all
courses within the E9 and El0 categories will be voted on today
with the exception of Phil 1190.
The assembly approved by voice vote the GER courses presented
for action from the General Education Committee. minus the
exceptions noted above.

The last item on the agenda was action on the proposed Honors
courses. Campbell, convenor of the Honors Program Committee,
reported that the committee had met several times. Several
courses were approved last year and five additional courses
were approved this year. Hart asked for identification of the
courses approved this year. Campbell identified them as Ed
3001H, Psy 3204H, IS l000H, Pol Sci 3360H, and a sequence of
senior honors projects, 3960h, 3961H, and 3962H. Campbell
explained that the seniors honors project is meant to add a
sequence of courses to every discipline including
interdisciplinary studies.

-

4 -

Hart noted that there were courses in the packet ot her t han.
those Campbell identified above. What ar e t hey do i ng t here ?
Campbell indicated that they are courses which wer e approved
last year.
A student asked if the senior honors project would replace the
senior projects already in place in some of the disciplines.
Campbell said no. Hodgell asked if a student would be required
to do a senior honors project. Campbell said yes, if the
student is going to graduate with honors.
Peterson asked that the senior honors project courses be pulled
from today's vote. So done.
The assembly approved by voice vote all the Honors courses in
the packet with the exception of the Senior Honors Project.

The meeting adjourned at 5 p.m.
Pat Tanner
Secretary to the Committee
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